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The Parish council is responsible for the village lighting and a review of street lighting has
revealed the need for replacement of many of the existing lights, relocation of some and
addition of a few new lights in ‘black spots’.
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In addition to this, our electricity supplier has informed us that many of the lights and
fixtures we use are out of date and will no longer be available once their stock has run out.
In order to meet our obligations and to address the needs of the village we also intend to
replace all the older light fittings with new energy efficient bulbs which will also significantly
reduce the running costs.
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The total cost of improvements will be in the region of £25,000 and these changes must be
financed with money allocated from your Council Tax. The Parish council has looked at the
options for paying for these necessary repairs and refurbishments and the option we recommend is to take out a Public Works Loan, which has a very low fixed interest rate
(3.49%). This will enable us gain a further discount by completing the whole job at one time
rather than piece meal. We estimate that this would result in an increase of £22 per
household per annum (over the 10 year loan) on council tax bills.
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Before we proceed we would like to present our plan to the residents of Ashton and receive
your feedback on our recommended proposal. In order to give everyone a chance to have
their say, we will be holding a public meeting on Wednesday 26th January at 7.45 pm in
Ashton School. Alternatively if you are unable to attend you could contact any of your
Parish Councilors or phone/email the Parish Clerk, Felicity Gardiner, with your thoughts.
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Felicity may be contacted at:
14 Stoke Road, Ashton, Northampton, NN7 2JN
Tel : 01604 862344
Email: felicity.gardiner@hotmail.co.uk
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